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WEST KIMBERLEY YOUTH JUSTICE SERVICES 

Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Corrective Services) [12.08 pm]: It is with great 
pleasure that earlier this month I had the privilege of travelling to Broome to officially launch the new West 
Kimberley Youth Justice Services in my new role as Minister for Corrective Services. These new services are 
early intervention and prevention services designed to take young people who are starting down a path that leads 
to a life of crime, and point them in a new direction, to nip any criminal behaviour in the bud and stop young 
people from entering a downward spiral of offending. 

The youth justice services are part of a four-year, $43 million project, funded through royalties for regions, that 
will result in services being set up across the Kimberley and the Pilbara. The services that are offered through the 
program include: an outreach youth and family support service to offer support and advice to families whose 
children have been given police cautions or are beginning to show antisocial behaviour; an extended-hours bail 
service to keep young people out of custody after arrest; emergency bail accommodation to support bail if no 
responsible adult can be located; dedicated juvenile justice teams to make young people accountable for their 
actions and give them opportunities to make reparation to the victims of their crimes; and, psychological 
assessments and interventions for young people involved with the service.  

The West Kimberley Youth Justice Services are modelled on the similar services available in the Mid West, 
Gascoyne and Goldfields, which have proved to be an outstanding success. Since the opening of those services 
in 2008, about 380 families have sought help from either the youth or family support services and only one 
young person eligible for bail has been remanded in Rangeview Remand Centre in Perth. Police cautions across 
the regions have increased by 77 per cent, and police referrals to juvenile justice teams have increased by 62 per 
cent. Overall, juvenile justice team referrals have increased by 45 per cent and completion rates have more than 
doubled.  

The importance of diverting young people from the formal justice system cannot be overstated. For young 
people, not being held in remand means that they can stay in their local community and remain engaged with 
school, employment and their families. For the general public, community safety is improved because of the 
drop in the youth crime rate, and for police, more officers are freed up for front-line duties. Following the launch 
of the West Kimberley services this month, the East Kimberley services will commence in Kununurra in April 
and the Pilbara services in Port Hedland in July. I am looking forward to the opportunity to also launch those 
services.  
 


